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Call for Submissions 

 

 

In 2018, Simona Semenič, playwright, producer, pedagogue, writer as well as dramaturg and 

theatre director, received the Prešeren Foundation Award for her creative opus in the last 

two years. In the award justification selector Petra Vidali wrote: “Simona Semenič is one of 

the most important contemporary theatre figures in Slovenia.” For this reason, we have 

decided to devote a special issue of the journal to her work, along with the symposium we 

organised in October 2018, with the aim of reflecting on all the roles she is adopting as an 

author in the fields of theatre and the performing arts. 

 

As a playwright and writer, Simona Semenič published two books in 2017, can you hear me 

and Three Plays, and has until now received three Slavko Grum Awards for the best new 

Slovenian play. Her texts are staged extensively at home and abroad. Petra Vidali identifies 

“the thematic preoccupations of her writing: revealing systemic, legal and tolerated violence – 

political, military, financial and time and again – throughout the ages and in all spheres of society 

– gender violence; dissecting positions of power and subordination; giving voice to the 

supressed, silenced and marginalised”. In her recent works, Simona Semenič has devoted 

herself to developing erotic vocabulary, dealing courageously with (female, although we could 

also call it – contemporary) sexuality in a way we have never seen before in Slovenian 

playwriting. 
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We welcome submissions that explore the following themes: 

 

 The subversion and transgression of the conventions of writing, staging and the reception 

of dramatic works as manifested in the opus of Simona Semenič. 

 The formal and thematic originality of Simona Semenič’s work in comparison to 

contemporary world playwriting. 

 The challenges in staging Simona Semenič’s texts in the Slovenian and international space. 

 The challenges in translating Simona Semenič’s texts – translation experience and 

international response. 

 Considering that Simona Semenič's works are often discussed in the context of women's 

playwriting, does that influence (support or reven undermine) the reception of her work, 

and how? 

 The performances and bodies of Simona Semenič – performing methods and their 

transgression – and how they are understood within the (historical) context of devised 

solo theatre. 

 The analysis of the textuality, language surfaces and performativity of words in Simona 

Semenič’s works. 

 

Timeline: 

The deadline for the submission of articles is 4 March 2019. 

The submissions will be reviewed by 15 April 2019 at the latest. 

The deadline for the final version of the article is 4 June 2019. 

The special issue of Amfiteater devoted to Simona Semenič will be published in autumn 2019. 

 

Amfiteater is an academic journal devoted to publishing original articles in the field of 

performing arts ranging from drama theatre, playwriting, dance and performance art to hybrid 

arts. Authors contributing to the journal may analyse formal and thematic aspects of art works 

and art phenomena in the field of performing arts, discuss their history, present and future, as 

well as examine their relations to other spheres of art and the wider (social, cultural, political 

…) context. 

 

General guidelines: 

You are invited to visit our web pages prior to submitting your article to get the feel of the 

journal: http://www.slogi.si/en/amfiteater-journal/. 

 

Submissions can be written in Slovenian or in English. By submitting, you are affirming that 

your article has not been published or sent to be published elsewhere. All submissions are 

peer reviewed.  

 

Editor-in-chief: 

Maja Šorli, research fellow at UL AGRFT, Theatre and Transars Research Programme 

 

Send your submissions and questions to: 

amfiteater@slogi.si 
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